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 Pews News 

      Welcome to our Benefice News.  
Are you wrinkled with burdens? Come to the church for a face-lift.  

Readings :   

Revelation 21: 1-6a      John 11:32-34 

  

NOTICES 

Benefice Office Hours this week:  9.00 – 12.00 Monday 1st    
November, Tuesday 2nd November, Wednesday 3rd November.  

 October 31st, 2021 All Saints 

Please send your prayer requests and any notices  to the benefice office. Post, 
visit or email the office@stmaryschard.org.uk  or call Anne during office hours 
(01460 67867). The deadline is Tuesday each week for the following Sunday.  

mailto:office@stmaryschard.org.uk
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CHARD 

The Children Society Cards have arrived and will be available to       
purchase on this Sunday at St. Mary’s. A display will be at the back of 
Church this Sunday but also available at the Christmas Bazaar on      
Saturday November 27th. 

We find we are short of people to take on the duty of sidesperson.  
If you would like to take on this role at our Sunday services please 
speak to Terry or Patricia for more information 

Every Thursday at 7pm St Mary’s Christian Meditation Group 
meets in St Mary’s Church. All are welcome and if you would like to 
more about this please contact Robin Bailey on 64327 

The Mayor has asked us to provide refreshments after the                 
Remembrance Service on 14th November.  I know that midday 
on a Sunday is not a very convenient time but I would be very grateful 
if you would let me know if you will be able to help. We will use St. 
Mary's Centre and I will be able to set up before the service, but will 
need help to serve and clear up.  Please let me know if you will be able 
to help.  Patricia 

Lords Larder 

We will be pleased to have Christmas foods through November. We are 
again collecting Toys, Games, Books to give out at Christmas. New or 
really 'as new' items for ages from tots to teens. 
They can be dropped off through November at the Forefront Centre 
( or give us a call) 

Upcoming Events in the Benefice 

Tuesday 2nd November  St Mary’s Chard   

2:30 pm Mother’s Union - Peter Stefanovic will give a presentation 

on Rotary’s ‘Promise to the World to end Polio’. Everyone Welcome. 

PLEASE NOTE the December meeting has been moved to Friday 10th 

December when we shall host the Deanery Advent Carol Service in 

church at 2:30pm followed by a Christmas Tea in the Parish Rooms.  
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Tuesday 2nd November  St Mary’s Chard   

7.00pm  All Souls  Service for the Faithful Departed 
 

November 6th  9 - 11am   Churchyard Working Party (Chard) 

(Open to all) For all you gardeners and environmentalists out there. 
Pick up those secateurs and spades and join us to tidy up the church-
yard.  Have fun outdoors, make new friends and enjoy refreshments 
afterwards.  No need to book. Just turn up on the day.  

CHANGE OF DATE FOR FLOWER DEMONSTRATION  

Sustainable church flowers. 

Talk and demonstration by Ingrid from floweringi in chard  

SATURDAY 6 NOVEMBER   At 3pm in Whitestaunton church 

Light refreshment     Contact Janet Dyer 07872835539. 
  

November 14th  10.45am  Remembrance Sunday 

 Remembrance Services  Chard, Combe and Wambrook 

November 21st 10am  The Children’s Society Service (Chard) 

An opportunity for you to bring your house boxes back to church so 
that the money for 2021 can be counted and sent off to the Children’s 
Society  

November 27th  10am to 1pm   Christmas Fair at St Mary’s  
(Chard) 

If you can help in any way to make our Fair a success please contact 
A n n e  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o n  0 1 4 6 0  6 7 8 6 7 / e m a i l :                                          
office@stmaryschard.org.uk  or tell a Churchwarden.  We need cakes  
and preserves for the home produce stall, a few extra cakes for the    
refreshments, prizes for Tombola, and donations of suitable items for a 
Christmas gift stall. We will also need volunteers to help with stalls, 
refreshments, raffle, etc.  Many thanks to those of you who have        
already offered to help.  
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31st October:             All Hallows Eve – or Holy Evening 

Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots with the Celtic     
peoples of pre-Christian times. In those long-ago days, on the last 
night of October, the Celts celebrated the Festival of Samhain, or 
‘Summer’s End’. The priests, or Druids, performed ceremonies to 
thank and honour the sun. For there was a very dark side to all this: 
Samhain also signalled the onset of winter, a time when it was feared 
that unfriendly ghosts, nature-spirits, and witches roamed the earth, 
creating mischief. So the Druid priests lit great bonfires and             
performed magic rites to ward off or appease these dark supernatural 
powers. 

Then the Romans arrived, and brought their Harvest Festival which 
honoured the Goddess Pomona with gifts of apples and nuts. The two 
festivals slowly merged. When Christianity arrived still later, it began 
to replace the Roman and Druid religions.  1st November – All Saints’ 
Day – was dedicated to all Christian Martyrs and Saints who had died. 
It was called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening before became an eve-
ning of prayer and preparation and was called ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, The 
Holy Evening, later shortened to ‘Halloween’. 

For many centuries, however, fear of the supernatural remained 
strong. During the Middle Ages, animal costumes and frightening 
masks were worn to ward off the evil spirits of darkness on             
Halloween. Magic words and charms were used to keep away bad 
luck, and everybody believed that witches ride about on broomsticks. 
Fortune telling was popular, and predicting the future by the use of 
nuts and apples was so popular that Halloween is still sometimes 
known as Nutcrack Night or Snap-Apple Night. Today, Christians have 
learned to turn to prayer instead of charms to overcome the powers of 
darkness. And the deeper, true meaning of All Hallows’ Eve, should 
not be forgotten. As Christians, we all draw closer to Christ when we 
remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for others who have 
gone before us through the gates of death. 


