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 Pews News 

Welcome to our Benefice news.  

Readings : 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5 / John 5: 36b-47 

 NOTICES 

Benefice Office Hours this week:  9.00 – 12.00 Monday 25th, 
Tuesday 26th and Wednesday 27th October 

 

 FOR ALL BENEFICE CHURCHES 

October 31st will be Benefice Breakfast at St. Mary's Chard at 10am 
followed by a service for All Saints.    

 

 

 

 October 24th, 2021 Bible Sunday 
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CHARD 

Wednesday 27th 9:45am  HC 

October 31st    8 am HC   

   10am Benefice  Breakfast and Service 

We are preparing the rotas for the next three months and as we try 
gradually to get back to arrangements that were interrupted by covid, 
we find we are short of people to take on the duty of sidesperson.  If 
you would like to take on this role at our Sunday services please speak 
to Terry or Patricia for more information 

We are looking for help to put the Chard Chimes together each 
month. If you could spare a couple of hours once a month on a 
Wednesday morning please leave a message with Anne in the office or 
speak to Patricia.  

Every Thursday at 7pm St Mary’s Christian Meditation Group 
meets in St Mary’s Church. All are welcome and if you would like to 
more about this please contact Robin Bailey on 64327 

Lords Larder 

"Following our Harvest festivals we do have a glut of Baked Beans, 
however all other items are still needed. 
We will be pleased to have Christmas foods through November. We are 
again collecting Toys, Games, Books to give out at Christmas. New or 
really 'as new' items for ages from tots to teens. 
They can be dropped off through November at the Forefront Centre 
( or give us a call) 
We have also organized an USBOURNE BOOKS party. Come and buy 
books for Christmas presents and they donate books to us. 
It is at Chard Baptist Church, on Sunday afternoon October the 
31st. from 2PM to 4PM.  Drinks and biscuits and a Christmas 
cracker!" 
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Upcoming Events in the Benefice 
 

October 30th  3pm  Whitestaunton Church 

Demonstration of sustainable flower displays.   Refreshments available 
 

Tuesday 2nd November 7.00pm  Chard   

All Souls  Service for the Faithful Departed 
 

November 6th  9 - 11am   Churchyard Working Party (Chard) 

(Open to all) For all you gardeners and environmentalists out there. 
Pick up those secateurs and spades and join us to tidy up the church-
yard.  Have fun outdoors, make new friends and enjoy refreshments 
afterwards.  No need to book. Just turn up on the day.  

 November 14th  10.45am  Remembrance Sunday 

 Remembrance Services  Chard, Combe and Wambrook 

November 21st 10am  The Children’s Society Service (Chard) 

An opportunity for you to bring your house boxes back to church so 
that the money for 2021 can be counted and sent off to the Children’s 
Society  

November 27th  10am to 1pm   Christmas Fair at St Mary’s  
(Chard) 

If you can help in any way to make our Fair a success please contact 
A n n e  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o n  0 1 4 6 0  6 7 8 6 7 / e m a i l :                                          
office@stmaryschard.org.uk  or tell a Churchwarden.  We need cakes  
and preserves for the home produce stall, a few extra cakes for the    
refreshments, prizes for Tombola, and donations of suitable items for a 
Christmas gift stall. We will also need volunteers to help with stalls, 
refreshments, raffle, etc.  Many thanks to those of you who have        
already offered to help.  
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Please send your prayer requests and any notices  to the benefice office. Post, 
visit or email the office@stmaryschard.org.uk  or call Anne during office hours 
(01460 67867). The deadline is Tuesday each week for the following Sunday.  

24th October:  Felix of Thibiuca  
the man who would not give up his Bible 

Do you value your Bible? If so, Felix of Thibiuca (247 – 303) is a good 
patron saint for you. The year was 303, and Diocletian was emperor in 
Rome.  In February of that year he decided that Christians were NOT 
a good thing. So, he issued an edict:  all copies of the Christian Scrip-
tures and all liturgical books were to be surrendered and burnt.  Dio-
cletian had decided to ‘wind up’ this upstart religion. 

The persecution began in Rome. By June of that year, the edict had 
reached North Africa, and Thibiuca, where Felix was bishop. Felix was 
arrested and interrogated. Yes, he said, he did have a copy of the Scrip-
tures. No, he said, he would not hand them over. 

Felix was a highly respected bishop, and even the authorities were 
loath to take immediate action against him. So they gave him three 
days grace to see sense, and back down. But Felix prayed and became 
only more certain that this was a conflict between the commandments 
of God and the commandments of men. 

At the end of the three days Felix was referred to the proconsul. He 
still refused to hand over his Scriptures. His last words in public were 
memorable “God, I thank you. I have passed 56 years in this world. I 
have preserved my chastity; I have observed the Gospels; I have 
preached the faith and the truth. Lord God of heaven and earth, Jesus 
Christ, I bend my neck as a sacrifice for you, who abides for ever.” He 
was condemned to be beheaded at Carthage, and became one of the 
first martyrs to die under Diocletian. 

Needless to say, Diocletian did not succeed in destroying the Scrip-
tures. Today there are hundreds of millions of copies around the world, 
and this month, Sunday, 24th October, Christians will thank God for 
the Scriptures when they celebrate Bible Sunday. 

mailto:office@stmaryschard.org.uk

