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December 2017 

Hello everyone, 

Writing this for the December        
magazine on a beautiful sunny morning 
early in November it's hard to imagine 
that when you read the following issue  
Christmas will be over and we will be in 
mid-winter. 

Meanwhile I would like to thank all the 
contributors for the interesting items 
they have sent over the past 12 months 
and thank all our advertisers for their 
support. Whenever  you have cause to 
contact them do tell them you have seen 
their advert in Chard Chimes! Many 
thanks too to everyone who has helped 
with production and delivery. Finally 
thank you to you, the readers, without 
whom all this would be pointless. 

I wish you all a peaceful and joyful 
Christmas as we celebrate the coming of 
Jesus Christ into our lives. 

Patricia      chardchimes@gmail,com 
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Don’t Take Christ out of Christmas 

Many of you will have a stable scene in your home 
It helps us to focus on the meaning of Christmas; it brings the Christ 
child into our homes and consciousness. 
Some are very ornate others minimalist, some new, others part of a 
generation or two, but each holds the story of Christ’s birth as a full 
human but also full God. 
An unmarried mother chosen by God arrives with her intended who 
has not rejected her, at a dwelling where there is little interest and 
certainly no room. A place is found in the other half of the house 
where the animals live, warm with the smells of bodies and hay, 
certainly not clean, not a place to give birth without your mother 
around. A scene raw with the tensions and emotion of the moment and 
significance, filled with love and tenderness one for the other. No 
dressing up, no masks just the moment when LOVE came down to 
dwell among us in the most basic setting and yet the richest. 
So as you pass by your stable, take a moment to pause, to ponder on 
how the world needs God as much today as we did then, to travel with 
us in all the circumstances of life, knowing none are too small or   
humble, love for all of us.  
 

Christmas came simply  
A pregnant woman, A worried father 

A night birth, A healthy child. 
Just God, Unwrapped ,Vulnerable, 

Lying in a manger, Living in our world. 
 

Ruth Burgess published by Wild Goose Publications.2016 
 

The Clergy and Readers wish you all a blessed time this 
Christmastide, full of hope and joy and memories. 
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Can You Identify These Saint Marys Characters? 
 

     ANSWERS TO CAN YOU IDENTIFY THESE (Nov Issue) 

 RUTH ROGERS ,  KATHERINE HAWKESLY ,   

MICHELE HARDIMAN      SUE TUCKER,  CHARLES SPAREY,   

   KEN HALLET,    GEORGINA VYE,  JOHN CASTLETON, 

DOT WHITE ,  DEBORAH  PERREAU ,  PATRICIA MINSON              

Submitted by Gill Brearley  
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WiSH (Women’s Social Hub) 
 We were delighted to welcome Christine to 
our meeting on 17th October. Christine, an 
expert in knitting, crochet and lace making, 
has agreed to come to our November meeting 
and share her skills with any who are 
interested. She had decided to come to the 
October meeting to get to know us and to 
talk to individual members about what they 

would like to learn or have help with. 
 

In spite of small numbers, there was a lively and friendly atmosphere, 
remarked on by several of the people who attended. We did justice to 
the refreshments and the raffle prizes were much appreciated (thank 
you Val and Francoise respectively). 
 

Francoise read us a very funny account regarding the insurmountable  
difficulties that would have been encountered by Noah if God had 
demanded he ignore modern red tape requirements and build an Ark 
today.  
 

Beryl offered to bring a tape of early days of St Mary’s Ladies which we 
hope to be able to transfer to a format that can be played on the Hall 
system. 
 

Any and all contributions to our entertainment will be gratefully 
received .…. 
 

The date of the next meeting will be our pre Christmas celebration on 
Tuesday December 19th, as usual at 2.00pm in the Lower Hall @ St 
Mary’s. 
 

  See you there! 
Gill Brearley 
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WiSH   WiSH 
 

 

Free range Berkshire Pork 

for sale. 

 From £5.50/Kg 

 

Contact Liz and Ian Jones  

on 01460 394611 

07801627156 

Email    

              hackston.jones 

@mypostoffice.co.uk 
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PLEASE NOTE DATE FOR MAGAZINE ENTRIES: 

The last date for magazine articles is  Friday 15th December 2017 

E-mail to: Patricia Minson on chardchimes@gmail.com . Please can 
you ensure that articles are copy ready and typed before submission?  
Thanks. 

Thank you to all our advertisers. Without their support this magazine 
would not be possible. If you contact them please let them know you 
saw their ad in Chard Chimes.  

Chard Chimes does not necessarily endorse the  advertising contained 
in this publication.  

 

 

 

 

    Baptisms 

Verity Beer 

CHARD CHIMES ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Page costs just £160 per annum 

A Half-Page costs just £80 per annum 

 Quarter-page costs just £40 per annum 

A box costs £20 per annum 

Funerals 

Elizabeth Knight       Eileen Knight  
       Kenneth Jefferson     Ian Purdon 
       Edward Thresher       Sally Mounter  

Barbara Brown  

mailto:tuckers99@gmail.com
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Silent Prayer 

will be on Thursday 14th December at 2.30pm 

 at Braytons, Tatworth 

All are welcome to this opportunity 

 for quiet reflection. 

 

Please contact me if you'd like more details: 

Revd Judith Abbott tel. 01460 220689 

 

St. Mary's 100 Club 

November Draw Winners 

1st  £20  Peter Tucker 

                      2nd            £10            Mike Lang 
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Bishop Ruth's Letter 
We’ve been seeing the Christmas decorations in the shops since the 
summer holidays ended.  It starts sooner than ever each year doesn’t 
it.  At the beginning of November a checkout assistant was telling me 
she already had her decorations up at home due to her daughter’s 
insistence.  I remember the time when my parents would put up the 
tree on Christmas Eve and we weren’t allowed into the living room 
until the next morning.  Our excitement knew no bounds! 

‘Waiting’ is something we are not very good at.  Many of us are 
impatient in this world of immediacy.  We want our needs, our wishes, 
fulfilled straight away.  We are like that with our shopping online, 
paying more for next day delivery.  And we can be like that with our 
prayer too.  Challenging God as to why He doesn’t appear to have 
heard us when we don’t receive the answer we are looking for.  

This season of Advent is all about waiting.  Waiting and watching, not 
just to celebrate the festival of Christmas, the coming of the babe in 
the manger, but also waiting and watching for his coming again in 
glory.  The early Christians were anticipating that Jesus would return 
for them in their lifetime.  His words in John’s gospel about “going to 
prepare a place for them”, ‘going ahead’ of them, caused them to be 
expectant of another advent or arrival of God, breaking into their 
world.  They couldn’t understand why He didn’t come back quickly 
particularly when they faced persecution for their faith. 

I know of people now who live in that expectancy of Jesus’ return each 
day, opening their curtains with the words, “Maybe today, Lord”.  
Perhaps you do.  I’m aware that I don’t do that enough.  Not because 
I’m fearful of life in the ‘here and now’ but rather thinking of each day 
as potentially the last here on earth and therefore thinking about how 
to make it count.  Thinking about how I might live and tell the story of 
God’s love to friends and neighbours, strangers and family, in a way 
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they might hear that message most effectively.  So that they can come 
to know a God who loves them enough to enter into their world and 
be present with them.   

This Advent perhaps we need to become more aware that it’s not only 
us doing the ‘waiting’ but also God waiting to receive the best from 
us. God waits silently 

God Waits 

In our inner recesses, 

The chambers of our soul, 

Gazing lovingly 

On our treasure, 

Awaiting our response. 

Yvonne Morland 

 
The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 

Bishop of Taunton 
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CHARD TAXIS 
 

YOUR LOCAL TAXI SERVICE 

 
Airport Transfers 

 

Local Stations 
 

Hospitals/Doctors 
 

Tel: 

 07857 292599 
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Up, Up and A........... A Quiet Evening on 149 Squadron  
By Robin Bailey 

Seven months had passed since I had been given command of 149 
(Poole) Squadron, Air Training Corps and I had got to grips with most 
of the problems I had inherited.  A new CO always has to put his mark 
on a unit and there had been a few trying events. There had been some 
new people who had suddenly turned up offering their services. The 
latest was Hugh Davison, a young man who had left RAF College, 
Cranwell during his flying training due to a health problem. He was 
keen and fit. He left the RAF with the rank of Acting Pilot Officer but 
had to start again as a Civilian Instructor although a potential officer.  
  

On this evening, he had taken the cadets into Wareham Forest for an 
escape and evasion exercise, which proved popular. Some of the other 
staff had gone along leaving me in the headquarters to catch up with 
some paperwork. The only other member of staff in situ was Tommy 
Harrison, who came in with a mug of coffee at break time. Tommy 
joined the squadron as a cadet in 1941 and then volunteered for the 
RAF as a Wireless Operator/Air Gunner in 1943. After two years 
bombing the enemy, he had returned to civilian life and had come 
straight back to the squadron as a twenty-year old veteran and became a 
Civilian Instructor, never wanting to go back into uniform. His 
expertise as a radio instructor was invaluable and he had been awarded 
the British Empire Medal (BEM) in the New Year's Honours List a 
couple of years previously. 
  

I told him I was due for a visit from the Wing Admin Officer who was 
still new in the job. He had recently retired from the RAF as Station 
Commander at RAF Chilmark, a bomb dump in Wiltshire. He was a 
good officer but hadn’t got used to the idea we were all volunteers. 
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After we had finished our coffee, Tommy took a walk round the 
squadron with me and we listed possible problems that might come 
up in a building inspection. Outside near the gate, stood a brick 
garage building. Inside, tucked away in a corner covered by a 
tarpaulin was a small hovercraft. I knew Tommy was keen on 
hovercraft so I asked him what the story behind it was. He covered 
his embarrassment by an awkward laugh.  
  

It was something he had built with the aid of some cadets and they 
used to take it to the Hurn Air Show and fly it along the crowd line 
as a recruiting aid. The Civilian Committee, whose job it is to 
support the Squadron, took exception to it and said it was not to be 
used in this way for insurance reasons. Like so many committees, 
they seemed to see their role as one of obstruction and the money 
they raised was held as if it was their personal wealth. Like most 
Squadron Commanders, the relationship with my committee and 
especially its Chairman, a retired police Inspector, was strained.  
            ‘So, the question is, will it fly, Tommy?’ 
He thought for a long moment. 
            ‘Well, the engine would need an overhaul, but we could do 
that.      It needs a new skirt but I know where I can get hold of the 
material…But…’ 
            ‘But what?’ 
            ‘The committee would never wear it.’ 
I was thinking of things I would like to do to the committee, most of 
which would be illegal or immoral. ‘So, it’s a non-starter then?’ 
            ‘More trouble than it’s worth, I’d say,’ he added sadly.  
We returned to the office and I thought that was the end of it.  
The following week Tommy came into my office grinning like a 
schoolboy.  
            ‘Hey boss, you know we were talking about the hovercraft?’ 
            ‘Yes.’ 
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            ‘Well, I know where I can get my hands on a brand new one -
             were you serious about it?’ 
It transpired he belonged to some hovercraft society and another 
member had been building one as a project when he was supposed to 
be working on night shift. He had been found out and told to get rid 
of it. So, the question was, did I mean it?  I asked him what it was 
worth. He said he didn’t know. So I said was it worth fifty pounds? He 
thought the man would probably take that so I gave him a cheque and 
told him to see what could be done. He went with Warrant Officer 
Bainbridge, who had a trailer and returned in high excitement an 
hour later towing a very nicely made airframe. 
  
Two weeks later, I was summoned to a meeting of the Committee. 
Ordinarily, I gave my report on the squadron’s activities and then 
there would be a discussion about things that needed doing. However, 
on this occasion, the Chairman puffed himself up to maximum self-
importance and began by saying he had heard rumours that I had 
purchased a hovercraft without permission from the committee. I let 
him carry on until he had run out of steam and then explained that I 
needed no-one’s permission to spend my money. I explained that it 
was too good an opportunity to miss in my opinion and that I had 
taken the decision to buy the craft as it was a sudden and once in a 
lifetime opportunity. I added that if the committee were unwilling to 
purchase it from me for the squadron, I was happy to fund it as a 
private venture since it seemed an excellent project for the cadets to 
work on and learn from.  
  

They went into a huddle whilst I sat poker-faced. After a brief 
discussion, they decided they would buy the hovercraft from 
squadron funds and I was reminded that this was a ‘highly irregular 
way of doing things.’    

   (continued on page 15) 
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I didn’t have any trouble with the committee after that. There was a 
subtle change in the attitudes of some as they came to terms with 
who was really running the squadron. 


 

Advent Sunday 
 

Advent Sunday is one of the most 
important days of the church year. This year 
it is on 3rd December. There is a sense of 
expectancy and anticipation. The readings 
in church during this four week season 
remind us of Jesus’ promise that his 
kingdom will come on earth as it is in 

heaven and the words that are used in the Thanksgiving prayer, ‘Christ 
has died, Christ has risen, CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN’ take on 
added significance during Advent.  
 

Advent is also about preparing ourselves for the arrival of the new 
born King: about discovering anew the wonder of God breaking into 
the world in human likeness.  
 

Advent Sunday also marks the beginning of the Church Year.  What is 

in store for us as a church during the coming year?  What are we 

expecting God to do in our lives? How will God use us to make the 

world a better place, to bring his kingdom on earth?  
 

There will be a service of Holy Communion on Advent Sunday 

at 10am at Mary's Church 

 Lo, He Comes! A Service for Advent with Carols  

at the Church of The Good Shepherd  

        at 3pm on  

Sunday 3rd December 
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A Christmas Alphabet 

 A for the Angel on top of the tree, 

   B for the Boxes, with presents for me?

      C for the Carols we sing altogether 

       D for the Dancing, whatever the weather. 

         E is for 'Early to Rise' Christmas Day, 

  F for the Fir tree, 'so pretty' we say! 

   G for the Goose, the biggest you've seen! 

     H for the Holly, dark, shiny and green. 

       I for the Icing we have on the cake.  

         J is for Jesus who came for our sake,  

 K for the Kings who came from afar, 

   L for the Lambs sleeping under the star. 

     M is for Mistletoe hung in the hall, 

       N for the Nice Things wrapped up for us all! 

         O is for Oranges, juicy and sweet, 

 P for the Pudding, we all like to eat.  

   Q for the Queen who broadcasts her speech, 

     R for the Robin who sits out of reach, 

       S for the Snow, making everything white, 

         T for the Tinsel that shines in the light. 

 U is for Us, today we've no woes! 

   V for the Velvet we tie up in bows. 

     W for wishes we hope will come true, 

       X for the kisses in my card sent to you. 

         Y for the Year whose end is so near, and 

           Z for the Zero to start the New Year. 
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St Mary’s Chard 
Sunday 10th December at 3pm 

Light up a Life Service 
A time to remember and give thanks 

for loved ones who have died. 
Christmas brings all kinds of emotions and often joy and sorrow in equal 

measure. At the Light up a Life Service you will have the opportunity to light a 

candle and have some time to remember loved ones 

who have died.  

There will be a collection for the work of  
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Nine out of ten say that mission is for all 

A survey carried out by Church Mission Society has found that nine 
out of ten Christians say they believe ‘everyone is called to mission’ and 
the job of spreading God’s message should not be left to ‘professional’ 
Christians like vicars and full time Christian workers. 

However, the survey also revealed that Christians are being held back 
from getting involved in mission, by fear [27%] or a lack of training 
and preparation [17%]. 

Church Mission Society urges that ‘churches and mission agencies must 

work together’ to set Christians free from the fear, and equip the 90 

per cent of Christians who believe that mission is their calling.’   More 

details at: churchmissionsociety.org/missionis  

Christmas Smile lines 

Camels 

In a little girl’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were 

approaching the inn, over which was pictured a huge star. The third 

camel and its rider were going directly away from it. ‘Why is the third 

man going in a different direction?’ her mother asked. She replied, 

‘Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.’ 

Christmas presents 

Catching her in the act, I confronted our three-year-old granddaughter. 

‘Are you opening your little sister’s presents?’ I demanded. ‘No,’ she 

innocently replied, ‘I'm just helping her learn to share.’ 

http://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-57IV5-966EOY-2TRI5E-1/c.aspx
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 Our Diocese -  What does a Rural Dean Do?  

Here are some interesting details from the wealth of information to be found 
on the internet........ 

A rural dean is a member of clergy who presides over a "rural       
deanery". In some Church of England dioceses rural deans have been 
formally renamed as area deans. 

The title "dean" (Latin decanus) may derive from the custom of divid-
ing a hundred into ten tithings, not least as rural deaneries originally 
corresponded with the hundreds.  Many rural deaneries retain these 
ancient names.  

The first mention of rural deans comes from a law made by Edward 
the Confessor, which refers to the rural dean being appointed by the 
bishop “to have the inspection of clergy and people from within the 
district ........ to which end [he] had power to convene rural chap-
ters.” The first known rural dean was appointed to the position in 
1148, although Archdeacons had gradually taken over most of the du-
ties by the 16th century. However the office of rural dean was revived 
in 1836/1837 and the office became more significant, and by the 
middle of the century rural deaneries were established in law. 
 

The following details on the role of Rural Deans are from the Diocese of Bath 
& Wells website. It is a very long and detailed list so I hope this much con-
densed version gives a glimpse of the responsibilities of the position............. 

The rural dean is: 

An officer of the bishop, exercising pastoral care, supporting 
clergy's ministry and welfare, developing good communication within 
the diocese, working with the archdeacon in shared and devolved 
episcopal oversight. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clergy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deanery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hundred_(county_division)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tithings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hundred_(county_subdivision)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_the_Confessor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_the_Confessor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
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As chair of the clergy chapter, where chapter meetings (in this 
context 'chapter' is all the clergy in the deanery) offer the opportunity for 
collaboration, development, and mutual support of ministry. Oppor-
tunity should be given to bishops and others to attend chapter meet-
ings and the rural dean will be invited to attend regular meetings with 
the bishops. The rural dean will arrange for deanery confirmations.  

As a colleague of the Archdeacon, meeting together regularly. 
The archdeacon's inspection of churches will usually be delegated to 
rural deans 

As co-chair of deanery synod, with the lay chair, together plan 
meetings of the deanery synod. (more on 'deanery synod' and 'lay chair' 
another time!) 

All this, of course, is usually in addition to having the  responsibilities 
of a vicar or rector of a benefice! 

 Next month - 'What Does a Reader Do? - definitely much more than read! 
Patricia Minson 

 

Chard Chimes 2018 
Your Chard Chimes subscription will be due 
for renewal in January. The price will remain 
the same at £4.80 for the year and we would 
appreciate if you would pay this when your 
magazine distributor calls with your January 
copy. 

We hope you find the magazine interesting. Do 
let us know if you have any suggestions  - or just tell us what you like.  
Our contributors like to know if you enjoy their articles. 

Editor and the 'Chard Chimes Team' 

chardchimes@gmail.com 
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Mother’s Union 
 Our speaker this month was Rev. Trevor Stubbs with his wife Tina 
talking about their knowledge and experience of South Sudan.  In 2005 
a peace accord had been signed, ending the 22 year civil war and pav-
ing the way for independence of South Sudan. But the region was still 
broken.    

 In South Sudan the number of vulnerable children are increasing. 
Cathy Groenendijk the Director, and other volunteers founded Confi-
dent Children Out of Conflict to support vulnerable street children in 
Juba.  Their mission is to create a safe, just and enabling environment. 
 

At the Centre 
They provide up to 40 children at any one time in Juba with residential 
care: a safe place to play, sleep, eat and learn. They endeavour to reu-
nite children with their families where it is in the best interests of the 
child to do so. They involve families in the decision-making about care 
for their children. 
 

They run youth and women’s groups to discuss gender-based violence, 
and create protection committees involving men to create a safe envi-
ronment for their children, their families, and communities. 
 

These vulnerable families are also supported with health and welfare 
cash transfers, which means they can afford basic services that other-
wise they would be without. 
They are supported by churches in Holland, Australia and, Canada, 
UNICEF, CHF and many others. 
 

Reminder: subs go, up next year to £21.00 to be in by mid February. 
 

Jim Fallon sends his love to M.U. members. 
 

Next month:- Preparation for Christmas, Judith Abbott. 
Programmes for next year are still being planned but hopefully ready 
for next month. 
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Apologies: Beryl, Francoise, Liz, Shirley and Molly. 
 

“I am an idealist. I don’t know where I’m going  
but I’m on my way.” 

 
Valerie Duckett 

 

Rotary Burn’s Night Celebration 

Chard Rotary Club would like to invite you to join them for  

a Burns’ Night Celebration on Friday 26th January 2018. 

         The celebration, which will include  

        supper, a ceilidh and an Auction of Promises, will take place 

                       in St. Mary’s Church starting at 6.30pm. 
 

Tickets are available at a cost of £15.00 per person. 

If you would like to come please contact 

Robin or Christine Williams on 01460 66631. 
 

We would also be pleased to hear from anyone who can offer 

 a Promise to be included in the auction. 
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0780 5545407 
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Saturday Coffee @St Mary’s 
Please Come! 

10-12 noon 

The next Saturday Coffee @ St. Mary's will be 

2nd December 

We will have a Christmas cake raffle 

and seasonal tables of new gifts. 

We look forward to seeing you  
for coffee (or tea), cake and a chat. 

Somerset County Orchestra 

at St. Mary's Church Chard 

Sunday 3rd December at 3 pm 

Haydn, Bartok, Schubert,  

& 12 Days of Christmas 

Tickets £12 (incl programme) Under 18 free 

Available Queen's College box office 

Somerset County Orchestra website 

St. Mary's office or at the door 
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Recipe of the Month  

 

Robin Bailey made this pie from scratch, inventing as he went along. 
The result was considered 'delicious' so Robin decided to pass the 
recipe to me to share with you. 

Robin's Left-over Chicken Pie 
Ingredients 
At least ¼ of a left-over chicken, cut into smallish chunks 
Short crust pastry sufficient to cover your pie dish 

3 small carrots            1 tblsp frozen peas 
6 cup mushrooms, sliced  ½  chicken stock cube 
Small can evaporated milk  1 tsp tarragon 
pinch of cayenne pepper   dash of paprika 
pinch of thyme             1 tsp cornflour 

Method 
Peel and chop carrots into small slices and put in a pan of water, just 
enough to cover them, add the stock cube and bring to the boil then 
simmer for 5 minutes. 
Add the chicken and turn up the heat again for a few minutes. 
Add the frozen peas to the pan and boil for one minute. 
Pour in the evaporated milk.  
Add the mushrooms. 
Make a thin paste with the corn flour and water and add to the pan. 
Add the seasoning and stir for one minute reducing the heat to  
simmer. 
Put the mixture in a pie dish and cover with the pastry remembering 
to make a few vents in the top for steam to escape.  
Place on the centre shelf in a pre-heated oven, 200° C/180°(fan) and 
cook for 30 minutes until pie crust is a light golden colour. 
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Serve with vegetables and/or mashed potatoes 

Tip This could serve two with hearty appetites or up to four if 
bulked out with extra vegetables as a side dish.  

  I hope you enjoy sharing recipes with friends. 
  Please let me know about your favourites. 

  Patricia Minson: chardchimes@gmail.com   
 

Rotary “Carol’s by Candlelight”  
returns to St Mary’s 

Chard Rotary Club’s “Carols by Candlelight” Service returns to 

St. Mary’s Church, after a gap of 2 years. 

The service will take place on Wednesday 13th December 2017, 

starting at 7.30pm. There will be the usual well-loved Christmas 

Carols and this year the children of Manor Court Primary School 

will be there to entertain us with a selection of Christmas music. 

The evening will finish with refreshments in the church. 

There is no charge for the evening although there will be a  

retiring collection for Rotary Charities.  

We look forward to welcoming you on the night. 
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St. Mary's Candlelit 

Community Carol 

Service 

Thursday 21st December 

At 7pm  

Join us for a service of  

traditional carols and readings 

then stay for mulled wine and mince pies  

and an opportunity to put a star with  

a message on our Christmas tree 
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Help please! 

No! Not your money this time! 

Help with making 300 Christingles 

                                 On Saturday 23rd December 

                                  In The Church Hall at 2pm. 

No experience needed,  all constituents provided. 

To all the magazine 
distributors ..... 

I would like to say a very 
big thank you for all the 
help you have given me 
during the past year.     
Magazines are delivered to 
subscribers homes each 
month and I am most 
grateful for all that the 
magazine distributors do.  
I wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and a good 
New Year.  
    
  Freda Rosser. 
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Across 
1  Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10) 
7  David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during 
a  battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14,15) (7) 
8  They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th 
   and early 16th centuries (5) 
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4) 
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8) 
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse Edith (6) 
17 Stormy (8) 
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread, 
   was the Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4) 
21 Arson (anag.) (5) 
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn (7) 
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10) 
    

 
Down 
1  …. and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) (5) 
2  The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous 
   are as …  as a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4) 
3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign 
   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 
4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and 
   joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8) 
5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7) 
6  Offer your bodies as living …. , holy and pleasing to God (Romans 12:1)(10) 
9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10) 
12 One who accepts government by God (8) 
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7) 
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6) 
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 
20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will … his people 
   from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4) 
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 The Overseas Page  

I am writing this on November 9th – a bit early for Christmas thoughts. 
However, as we approach the Christmas season our thoughts tend to focus on 
children and our hopes for them.  Here are two contrasting stories. 
Celebrations with children will take place around the world on 20th 
November for World Children’s Day, and the World Council of 
Churches is inviting all to join.  WCC general secretary Rev. Dr Olav 
Fykse Tvelt encouraged WCC members and friends to find creative 
ways to allow children’s voices to be heard. 

“This will be a day for children, by children” said Tvelt. “As we ensure 
their care, safety and human rights, we also work to preserve a 
sustainable world in which we all, regardless of age, can lead a full life.” 
 

Through resources and events, the WCC is encouraging churches to 
connect with their communities to celebrate the gifts of future 
generations while shining a light on their most pressing challenges. 
Children’s Day will enhance and augment efforts already underway by 
churches to improve the wellbeing of children through the WCC 
initiative “Churches Commitments to Children”. 
 

Now from “Action Aid”. 
For some children, growing up on the streets isn’t the result of a war 
or a natural disaster.  It’s the only life they know.  Many children in 
India live in extreme poverty. Manisha is one of them. Despite being 
only four years old, Manisha is already scared of the gangs and drug 
dealers she often sees lurking near the disused railway station where 
she lives. Hungry and sick she tries to play with her only toy – a piece 
of wood she pretends is a doll. 
Enjoy celebrations with your children this Christmas, but please give a thought, 
a prayer and a commitment to helping children less fortunate.  

June Foster 
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More than a million people are being reached every month with the 
Christian message on social media, a year after the Church of England 
adopted a new digital approach, new figures show. 
Videos, podcasts, blogs and images including prayers are reaching an 
online audience of 1.2 million a month through Facebook, Twitter,  
Instagram and LinkedIn, according to the statistics from the          
Church of England digital project.     During Christmas 2016, 1.5   

million were reached through the Church’s award-winning 
#JoyToTheWorld campaign featuring short films. A further 2.5       
million were reached during Lent, the season before Easter, through  
 

the#LiveLent 2017 project. 
 

Meanwhile, new statistics show that average Sunday attendance over 
October 2016 at Church of England services stood at 780,000 people, 
a lower figure than in 2015, in line with a long-term trend. 
 The ‘worshipping community’ of the Church of England, a measure of 
the number of people who come to church once a month or more, 
stood at 1.1 million, of whom 20% were under 18 years old. 
On average, 930,000 people (86% adults, 14% children under 16)  
attended church services each week in October 2016. (This             
figure includes mid-week services). A further 180,000 children and 
adults attended services for schools in churches each week, a rise of 
6.2% on last year. 
Christmas attendance – on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day - rose by 
1.4% in 2016 to 2.6 million. During Advent, the season before   
Christmas, 2.5 million people attended special services for the        
congregation and local community, and 2.8 million people attended 
special services for civic organisations and schools. 

Church of England reaches more than a  

million on social media every month  
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There were 120,000 baptisms and services of thanksgiving for the gift 
of a child, 45,000 marriages and services of prayer and dedication   
after civil marriage and 139,000 Church of England-led funerals. A 
one-off question for 2016 showed the majority of  churches are open 
to visitors outside of service times, with more than 50% of churches 
reporting being open to visitors five or more days each week. 
 

The digital campaign has been funded as part of the Church of       
England’s Renewal and Reform programme intended to help the 
Church of England become a growing church in all places and for all 
people. 

William Nye, Secretary General to the General Synod, said: “At the 
heart of the mission of the Church of England is a commitment to pro-
c la iming the gospel  a fresh in each generat ion. 
“This year’s Statistics for Mission provide a sobering reminder of the 
long-term challenge we face. This challenge is likely to persist for 
some years ahead. That is why we have established a programme of Re-
newal and Reform to transform the Church of England to become a 
growing church in every region and for every generation. 
  
“The figures on digital impact, which we are also releasing today, show 
one of the ways in which we are doing that, as the online      dimension 
of people’s lives becomes ever more significant. Our   challenge is to 
join up that growing online Church life to the physical community of 
Church that forms the body of Christ.” Mike Eastwood, Director of 
Renewal and Reform for the Church of England, said: “I am             
encouraged by the success so far of the digital campaign, part of Re-
newal and Reform. This project has shown how social media can be 
used to communicate the Christian faith and life to a huge audience 
outside our church walls, bringing new hope to the communities we 
serve. “The figures for mission confirm the urgency of the challenges 
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we face, especially as we want to become a growing church for all 
people in all places.” Adrian Harris, Head of Digital Communications 
for the Church of England said: “As the digital evangelism statistics 
show, people across the country are engaging with the Church’s digi-
tal and social media platforms to grow in faith and find out more 
about the Christian faith. In a typical month we have a reach of 1.2 
million on social media and 1.5 million on our websites. 
 “We saw 1.5 million reached by our 2016 #JoyToTheWorld Christ-
mas campaign and 2.5 million with #LiveLent. Over the last 12 
months we tripled the number of followers on Facebook and Insta-
gram, which indicates that people want to know more of the love of 
Jesus Christ. “The three-year digital and social media transformation 
project is part of the Church of England’s Renewal and Reform pro-
gramme, focused on us being a 
growing Church for all people and 
for all places.”   

Dr Rachel Jordan, the Church of 
England’s National Mission and 
Evangelism Adviser, said: “The 
Church of England has taken seri-
ously the challenge of ageing con-
gregations and is sharpening its fo-
cus and work on the opportunities 
of reaching new generations in dif-
ferent ways - church growth starts 
young. Our digital presence has 
been boosted by the work of the Re-
newal and Reform programme in-
vesting in an excellent team com-
municating effectively with millions 
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Services Across the Villages 
November Combe St. N. Wambrook W'taunton 

3rd 

Advent Sun-
day 

10:30am 

 Family service 

  

9.15 am 

HC BCP 

  

10th 10.30am 

Holy Communion 

3.00pm Masons' Car-
ol Service 

6.00pm Tradition-
al Nine Lessons 
and Carols 

6.30pm 

Carol Service 

17th 10.30am at the Meth-
odist church 

6.00pm Carols by 
Candlelight 

5.30 pm 

Nativity 

9.15 am 

Holy Commun-
ion 

Wed.20th 10.00 am HC     

24th 10.30am 

 Holy Communion 

5.00pm Christingle 

11.30pm Holy Com-
munion 

    

Christmas Day 10.30am Holy Com-
munion 

9.15am Holy 
Communion 

9.15am Holy 
Communion 

31st 10.30 at Wambrook 10.30am Benefice 
HC Service 

10.30am at 
Wambrook 
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Puzzle Solutions 
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Services at St. Mary’s -  December 2017 

Sunday 3rd December            8am  Holy Communion 
Advent Sunday  10am  Parish Communion  
              11am Family Time@St Marys 
 
Sunday 10th December  8am  Holy Communion   
Advent 2            10am  Parish Communion 
              3pm  Light up a Life Service 
    Remembering those who have died 
 
Sunday 17th December   8am   Holy Communion 
Advent 3           10am  St Mary’s Sunday 
 
Sunday 24th December  8am   Holy Communion 
Advent 4     There is no 10am this day 
and Christmas Eve 4pm & 6pm Christingle 
             11:30pm  First Communion of  
      Christmas 
 
Sunday 25th December 10am Family Communion 
Christmas Day 
 
Sunday 31st December            8am  Holy Communion 
                     10:30am   Benefice Service at Wambrook  
   
Wednesdays  9:45am  Holy Communion (said) 

No service on Wednesday 27th December 
 


